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One World Network North East
Our goal is to increase the quality and 
quantity of global learning in north 
east schools, enabling young people 
to act as responsible global citizens, 
able and committed to shaping the 
world in the interests of all.



As someone whose work supports 
Education for Sustainable 
Development how important are 
Human Rights and The Rights of 
the Child?



This image is part 
of a campaign. 

What does it mean 
to you?

http://www.wateryear2003.org/en



Case-Study: Cochabamba 1999

Bolivia is the poorest country of Latin America. 

In the late 1990s, the World Bank said: we will cancel part of your 
debt and give you some aid money if you sell your public water 
system to a private company. 

In 1999 the US-based engineering giant Bechtel was given a 40-
year contract to have control over the water of the city of 
Cochabamba - on which more than half a million people 
survived. The contract included control of the water coming from 
the rain.

Immediately, the company doubled and tripled water rates for 
some of South America's poorest families, which received water 
bills equal to as much as 25 percent of their monthly income.



Case-Study: Cochabamba 2000

The people of Cochambamba  took to the streets to protest. 
The Bolivian government declared a state of martial law. 
More than a hundred people were injured and one 17year-
old boy was killed. 



Case-Study: Cochabamba 2000

In April 2000, as protests continued, the government had to 
terminate the contract with the company. 

HEADLINES: People 
of Bolivia win water 

war!



Case-Study: Cochabamba 2006

The company then tried to sue the government of Bolivia. 
They asked for US$50 million - $25 million for lost profits 
and $25 million for damages.

People around the world started to put pressure in the 
company to drop the case against Bolivia. They sent e-mails 
to the company officials, organised protests and used the 
internet and the media to get public support for their 
campaign.

In January 2006, after 5 years of global protest, the 
company decided to settle the case. Bolivia only had to pay 
$0,30.
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Rights relating to:

SURVIVAL

PROTECTION

DEVELOPMENT

PARTICIPATION



Relevant Websites
• http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/strategy/strategyan

dgovernance/uncrc/unitednationsarticles/uncrcarticles/

•http://www.unicef.org/crc/

• http://www.endwaterpoverty.org/documents/global_framewor

k_for_action_briefing__final_1.pdf

•http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education
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Children’s Rights and Global Citizenship

 Children come to understand that 
global issues such as poverty, 
inequality and sustainability are 
fundamentally about human rights

 Grace (Year 6) said: “Changing how 
the world trades will actually help 
more people than giving money.”
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Providing professional development 
and guidance supporting a global 
dimension in North East schools

The EWE Centre, Esh Winning Primary School, 
Durham DH7 9BE; 

Tel: 0191 373 9799; 
Email:averil.newsam@ownne.org

www.ownne.org


