The Diploma in Environmental and Land-based Studies

- Diploma Development Partnership (DDP) May 2007 Update -

The Diploma Development Partnership (DDP) would like to express sincere thanks to everyone
who has supported the DDP in its first year of operation. Much has been achieved, culminating
in the publication of the ‘Line of Learning Statement’. Developed through a series of employer
events and consultation activities, the statement clearly sets out the vision for the Diploma and
describes the DDPs aspirations for the knowledge, skills and understanding that learners will
develop whilst studying the Diploma. The Line of Learning Statement is available from the DDP
website: www.diplomalbe.co.uk

Work has already commenced to develop the ‘Line of Learning Criteria’, a technical document
that utilises the content within the Line of Learning Statement to inform the regulatory criteria
that will guide and support Awarding Bodies with the development of Diploma Qualifications.
The DDP is actively engaged in this criteria development process through its ‘Quality Group’
and through its support of the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) public consultation
events in June (fully booked). If you are not registered to attend one of the public events, you
are encouraged to take part in the online consultation which can be accessed via the following
link: www.surveywriter.net/in/survey/survey45/Phase%202%20LoL.asp

The Line of Learning Statement also contains a wealth of other information, and as such it also
supports the DDP with regard to its role within the wider ‘end-to-end’ Diploma development
process. In addition to supporting the criteria and qualifications developments, the DDP will:

Initiate a communications campaign to better enable sector employers to understand the
Diploma, its design and delivery principles, that it reflects the modern needs of business
and that it will develop within learner's skills that are relevant to the sector. The
communications campaign will also see a refurbishment of the website, which will enable
users to access audience specific information. Additional materials will also be
produced to promote the key messages relating to the Diploma, and the DDP will focus
on improving its visibility through attendance at relevant events and conferences. If you
would like to invite the DDP to be present at a forthcoming event, please contact us.
The DDP also plans to produce support materials to enable employers and consortia to
better engage. The DDP is committed to supporting sector employers and consortia to
build and sustain links, as the efficacy of these links is vital to enable the applied
learning environment required of the Diploma to come to life.

Develop resources to support delivery consortia to develop an understanding of the
environmental and land-based sector. Resources will focus on offering support to
consortia ‘Gateway 2' applications, so keep an eye on our website over the coming
months; we aim to have these resources available in September. New gateway
guidance for consortia, from the Department for Education and Skills (DfES), is due in
July 2007. Consortia self-assessments for Gateway ‘2’ are scheduled to be submitted
in early November 2007. Further information is available from the DfES:

www.dfes.gov.uk/14-19




Focus on working more closely with Higher Education Institutes to enable a clearer
understanding of the Diploma in Environmental and Land-based Studies and how it can
support progression to tertiary education. The DDP is keen to attend relevant HE events
and conferences; if there any HE colleagues who would like input at forthcoming events
please contact us.

Build stronger relationships with workforce development partners. The DDP is planning
to carry out research to identify the delivery support and resource requirements of the
Diploma. Results of this research activity will be disseminated to workforce development
parts (such as the Teacher Development Agency, Quality Improvement Agency,
Specialist Schools and Academies Trust).

For further information contact Martin Callow (Diploma Development Advisor) on
info@diplomalbe.co.uk or call 0845 707 8007.

Please also register your interest on the website: www.diplomalbe.co.uk.




