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Forest Education Initiative Meeting

Monday 19th May 10-12

North East Community Forest, The Greenhouse, Annfield Plain

Present

Alex Lister Chair, Joanne Appleby, Rich Hurst, Emma Hawthorne, Sarah Dinning, Lynn Miller, Alison Nutter

Apologies

Rachael Richardson, Andy Coulthard, Kath Ivens, Richard Gilchrist

Minutes

· Amendment to minutes from last meeting, Forest School course is 5 days training, 12 months to do sessions. Assessment in the field → with your group or trainers provide grounds. The residential covers assessment of skills (woodland skills)

Proposal to Natural England Access to Nature Funding
· Attendees are happy with the draft proposal
Proposal

· To fund training of Forest School leaders
· To fund delivery to groups → not only schools → Could include elderly and ethnic minorities

· Site development of woodlands to FS delivery
Regional Criteria

· Durham and Northumberland have most of the highest deprivation areas.
· Then can target secondary national criteria

· If we don’t target areas, the bid will fail

· Funds available to 2013

· We need to spend time getting the bid right

Issues: Partnership strengths

· Liaison with target communities

· Need support for bid from partners and communities

· JA keen to drive forward the bid and also keen to take on management role

Issue

· From the Natural England original literature it states funding should be for new posts

· JA has asked for the idea of a programme to pull in partners

· Stephen Collins (at Nat Eng) has said it makes sense, they don’t want it to be used as continuation funding (developmental funding)
· Waiting on confirmation from Natural England

· If not possible will need to reassess may need to look at new posts

What next?

· Identify other organisations

         Eg: BTCV → Management of woodlands

 → Barry Wilson, woodland officer, Northumberland County Council→ 40 woodland sites, in deprived areas, ex coalfields

· Looking for woodland owners near the key deprivation areas.

· Partnership development – need letters of support from key organisations too.
· Support from target communities → what they would want & where?

Tees Valley
· Clare Lowe is keen to amalgamate with the North East group. She will need to have a meeting with us. Action: EH to pass on JAs original e-mail
Wingate/Hutton Henry/Station town
· Survey of Young People has been produced by Gwk East Durham 

· Wingate Partnership is bidding into Big Lottery to fund play rangers (revenue funding)

· Should have funding from June

· Will run for a year looking to get funding from local Children’s Board also
Alex Lister (action July)

· Could offer practical skills → Day course (on fire & den building etc)

· Minimal cost, to run in Northumberland

· Perhaps to run in the early school summer holidays

· Invite to all people interested

Next Steps

· Three year funding (it’s a 5 year programme)

· SD happy to share information from Gwk South Tyneside and Newcastle bids with JA. AN to also share bids with JA.
· JA to ask Natural England → How costs/day rate etc should be presented.

· Stage 2 level application → need letters of support

· Jo to research key locations

· Stage 1 → state how we would target beneficiaries

NEED

· Resend key aspects/synopsis section of email again
· Other organisations; Woodland Trust → Gary Haley

· Land regeneration trust → Action: AL to get contact

· NECF doesn’t want to be accountable body

· ACTION: RH to check if  Groundwork N.E. or the Forestry Commission could/ would like to be the accountable body

Next Meeting

· Thursday 17th July, 10am at Northumbria Wildlife trust, Garden House, St Nicholas Park, Gosforth. NE3 3XT

A.O.B.

· AL → Green Prints funding source
· Northumberland Wildlife Trust hosting funding

· YP’s can organise an event or activity up to £2k (age 8-21 year old)

· Don’t know which organisations are hosting it in the rest of the region.
