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The North East Strategic Partnership for Sustainable Schools (NESPSS) provides a strategic framework for school improvement in the North East through Education for Sustainable Development (ESD).  The partnership is governed by a regional charity - NEEN. It provides support to schools, Local Authorities and agencies that support schools, through a developing range of educational programmes, opportunities for curriculum and professional development and regional initiatives.

Background 

The United Nations, European Union and the UK government all recognise that ESD is a priority within the sustainable development agenda, but that implementation is a key problem.
There is sometimes confusion between sustainable development and education for sustainable development.  Whilst the two are inextricably linked their planning, management and implementation entail significant differences in approach.  This has significant implications for those developing and implementing policy within the region, Local Authorities and schools.  Responsibility often resides within a variety of services and agencies and to be effective requires a co-ordinated and coherent approach. 

The education sector lacks the capacity to take on the development of ESD because it is not seen as a priority and there is a lack of leadership, expertise and the link to raising standards is not recognised.  Opportunities for the professional development are limited.  
Evidence suggests that current practice in schools is at a very early stage and that while good practice exists there is much to do even in successful schools. (Ofsted 2003) ¹
On the other hand, non-government organisations (NGO’s) working in the ESD field are only too keen to engage schools but are rarely linked in to school or LEA development priorities.

NGO’s do not always understand the priorities and constraints operating within schools and LEA’s.  As a result their approaches to Local Authorities and schools are too often frustrated and unsuccessful.  The potential for unlocking resources in this field are under-emphasised.



Regional context
Regional ESD networks are well established in the NE. However, organizations are not engaged with educational priorities or funding streams.
Sustaine, the NE partnership for sustainable development, aims to ensure that regional strategies share a common purpose in working towards, and achieving, a more sustainable future for the NE. NESPSS is working with Sustaine to ensure that its work compliments their integrated regional framework (IRF). 

NESPSS is actively engaged with Government office NE, the regional Assembly and One NE exploring opportunities to work collaboratively at a regional strategic level.
The NE Consortia of LEA’s (NECLEA) is a regional forum for Chief Education/Children’s Services Officers to meet on common areas of interest. ESD now features as one of these in their 5 year Business Plan.  NESPSS is working with NECLEA to raise awareness and understanding through conferences and professional development.
NEEN (NE Environment Network) is a regional charity that has been established in the region for 30 years. NEEN has taken on the role of governing NESPSS and it’s Trustees will reflect the strategic partners.

GOALS
Our goal is to raise the awareness and capacity of the North East of England to respond to the growing demands of SD in providing new skills for new challenges.
Harness  resources to enable a coherent framework for the delivery of ESD.

 Education for Sustainable Development as a means of raising achievement and to improve the skills of teachers, governors and those working to support schools.  Schools and their pupils will then be more able to develop the knowledge, skills and understanding that enable them to have well informed values and attitudes to improve the quality of life now without damaging future opportunities.
Strategic Context

· The NE regional approach to ESD reflects international and national policies developed or emerging from UNESCO and the DfES Sustainable Schools Strategy; DfID’s Enabling Effective Support Strategy; Healthy Schools Standard
· The DfES Action Plan for Sustainable Development in Education and Skills 2003 put forward a strong case for adopting regional and strategic approaches to supporting ESD in schools. This Plan is being reassessed within the context of the new UK Sustainable Development Strategy 2005.
· The DfES is developing a Sustainable Schools Framework that sets out what government would like to see schools achieving by 2020 in order to contribute effectively to the UK’s sustainable development strategy.  The framework will sit within a package of support measures designed to help schools evaluate, plan and achieve sustainable development. 
· A funding review of ESD undertaken by IHPC in December 05 recommended that the Government should consider how regional approaches could be supported and how regional approaches could inform a national strategic framework.
· The National Curriculum and the Primary Strategy ‘Excellence and Enjoyment’.

· The Every Child Matters agenda fits well very with ESD:


Staying safe; Staying healthy; Enjoying and achieving; Making a positive 
contribution to the local community; Achieving economic well-being
Why regional?  
External support to schools is not always confined to one Local Authority but work on a sub-regional or regional basis.  However, although they network, they rarely work in partnership to provide a coherent service.  By establishing a regional strategic partnership, agencies collectively will be able to provide a more comprehensive and coherent structure for supporting schools.  This would increase the quantity and quality of support across the region.  LA’s do not always have the resources to support ESD and rarely collaborate on a regional basis to share good ESD practice and use regional expertise and resources.  
Funding streams often require delivery across LA areas and are therefore only accessible to sub-regional or regional structures.  A partnership approach would increase opportunities for funding ESD. 
Emerging Regional Partnerships in English regions

The government review of spending (2005) on ESD in England¹ recommends “the need for regional/local support for ESD activity.” And that “such approaches could be supported by central government [and] could inform a national strategic framework.” 
A regional framework for ESD could draw together fragmented provision, overcome some of the problems associated with short-term educational projects and improve continuity and progression.  LA’s and schools would be in a better position to support each other and share resources more cost effectively.

ESD can play a significant role in raising standards.  Raising the profile of ESD through a combined effort and developing a programme of regional professional development opportunities will increase the confidence of LA’s and schools in engaging more fully with the ESD agenda.



¹ ‘Taking the first step forward – towards an education for sustainable development.’ Ofsted 2003.









