Carbon Management Scheme in Calderdale Schools

LA Name 

Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

Location of Work

Schools in the Calderdale district, West Yorkshire

Summary 

The scheme aims to reduce carbon emissions from schools in line with targets in the Council’s Local Area Agreement 2007-2010, by raising awareness and implementing environmental measures. Key areas being addressed include energy and water consumption, and waste production.

The work will complement the DCSF Sustainable Schools Strategy, and will initially tackle 2 of the 8 doorways (‘Energy and Water’, and ‘Purchasing and Waste’) while co-ordinating work by other Council teams on the others. Schemes such as Eco-schools will be promoted and implemented to address other doorways and to encourage a whole school approach to carbon management. All work will assist schools in becoming more sustainable.

It is thought that Calderdale Council was the second authority to employ a dedicated officer to work only with schools to manage their carbon emissions. However, the Council was the first to input a strategic target into a Local Area Agreement that addresses carbon management in all Council buildings, including schools.

The main outcomes of the scheme are to:

· Reduce carbon emissions produced in schools as a result of energy and water consumption, and waste production (in line with Local Area Agreement targets).

· Raise awareness in schools of how their activities are contributing to climate change, and what measures can be taken to reduce their impacts.

· Ensure that carbon management is fully integrated into schools’ planning framework.

· Produce more sustainable schools in Calderdale.

In the first year of the project, schools that produce the highest amount of carbon emissions have been successfully identified and areas for improvement have been acknowledged. Buy-in from senior staff members has been obtained and a good position has been reached to implement measures to significantly reduce carbon emissions. No and low cost actions are being recommended initially, and it is hoped that a rolling programme of awareness campaigns will be developed in order to keep the issue high on schools’ agenda. We have had a good response to the scheme since it was launched so we are aiming high to reduce carbon emissions from schools in our district.

Contact person

Katie Sutton, Carbon Management Officer (Schools)

Katie.Sutton@calderdale.gov.uk
01422 392336

