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‘Everyone is an insider, there are no outsiders –

whatever their beliefs, whatever their colour, gender or sexuality.’

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, February 2004
The No Outsiders project, funded by the Economic and Social Research Council, aims to challenge homophobia and create more inclusive primary school environments.  Led by Dr Elizabeth Atkinson and Dr Renée DePalma at the University of Sunderland, in collaboration with researchers at the University of Exeter and the Institute of Education, University of London, the project supports primary teachers in three regions of the country in exploring ways of challenging homophobic discrimination through the positive use of stories, drama and the visual arts, as well as through revisions to school policies and the development of Local Authority guidance on challenging homophobia at primary level.  In the second year of the project, we have developed affiliated status for Local Authorities wishing to benefit from the project’s work and to share their own work in challenging homophobia and transphobia with other Authorities. 

Sexualities equality is one part of the broad range of equality and diversity issues that all children’s services need to address in order to ensure the children in their care grow up healthy, happy, confident and safe. The No Outsiders project comes at a crucial time to complement Stonewall’s 3-year Education for All campaign to stamp out homophobia in schools, and the new online guidance on preventing and challenging homophobia prepared for the Department for Children, Schools and Families by Stonewall and EACH (Educational Action Challenging Homophobia) and released in September 2007: see the link from the Curriculum, Policy and Guidance section of the No Outsiders website: www.nooutsiders.sunderland.ac.uk. 

Using the No Outsiders project books in primary schools

Schools participating in the No Outsiders project are using a collection of children’s books featuring non-heterosexual characters. Favourites include And Tango Makes Three by Justin Richardson, Peter Parnell and Henry Cole, the true story of two male penguins in Central Park zoo who bring up a penguin chick; King and King, by Linda de Haan and Stern Nijland, about two princes who fall in love; Spacegirl Pukes, by Katy Watson and Vanda Carter, about a space-travelling girl with two mums who gets a tummy bug; and Who’s in a Family by Todd Parr. (For an annotated extended booklist, see the Teaching Resources section of the No Outsiders project website.) Many of these books carry deeper messages: for example, One Dad, Two Dads, Brown Dad, Blue Dads, by Johnny Valentine and Melody Sarecky, takes a wry look at the strange explanations for why people are as they are, and suggests that we should just accept them as themselves. 

The books have been warmly welcomed by teachers participating in the project. In at least one Local Authority, the project booklist has become part of the new guidance for primary schools on challenging homophobia. One primary head who is taking part in the project says: 

These books have at last given us a familiar vehicle to discuss issues of equalities and sexualities, based around ideas of families and relationships, with young children. They are an invaluable resource in our school.

Another primary head says:

We have so many different types of families: schools need to take a good hard look at themselves and ask, do we really represent the society which the children are living in? These books offer us the opportunity to have a dialogue with children about families.

Another primary head says:

Teachers have used the project books in story sessions during the week and class assemblies linked to PSHCE. Our school serves a diverse community where children come from assorted family arrangements; there are many single parents, extended families from a range of cultural backgrounds, Looked After Children, those in differing step families and some families with same sex parenting, again of differing natures, in addition to those perceived as conventional. 

  
At a basic level the books affirm this diversity. For some it gives them confidence that their own circumstances are shared by others. Even in our school there is a pressure felt by many children to conform and a consequence of this is for children to keep quiet about those aspects that might make them seem different. Books give a credibility to what may seem unusual to others.

In one primary school, the project teacher used King and King by Linda de Haan and Stern Nijland, in which two princes fall in love, as a starting point for work in which the children wrote alternative Cinderella stories. Drama work, with puppets made by the children, was used throughout the unit to allow the children to explore different identities for their characters. 

The teacher says:

We read King and King [as part of our literacy work on altering traditional tales]. We began the lesson with a letter from the Prince asking the class for help (because he has to meet all these princesses but doesn’t want to marry any of them) and then we read the book. The children then had to make puppets of their own Cinderella characters. Lots of boys decided to have male Cinderellas and a couple of boys decided to have gay characters.
As part of literacy strategy teaching in another primary school, a teacher is working with pupils to create a libretto for an opera based on two of the project books, And Tango Makes Three (the true story of two male penguins who rear a chick in Central Park Zoo) and Oliver Button is a Sissy (the story of a boy who loves dancing).

An Advanced Skills Teacher is incorporating a range of books depicting non-heterosexual-headed families into a scheme of work for emotional literacy, which is being used in a number of schools across one Local Authority. This teacher shared the celebration of his Civil Partnership with staff and pupils at his school: an event which led to a greater level of respect for diversity among the pupils, and a notable reduction in homophobic bullying.
And in one project school, the books were used as the focus for a whole week of arts- and drama-based activities on inclusion, with a particularly strong focus on sexualities equality, culminating in a grand performance at the end of the week in the village church. 
Wider strategies being used by project teachers 
In one school, children are using art and Citizenship across the whole school to explore the constraints of gender stereotypes, using an innovative children’s DVD, Tomboy, created in Canada by Karleen Pendleton-Jimenez. (Contact the distributor, Barb Taylor, at equity.greendragonpress@sympatico.ca, to purchase a copy.) 

Several of the participating schools are carrying out arts-based projects as part of their involvement in No Outsiders, including a holocaust remembrance project which included a specific focus on lesbian and gay holocaust victims. In this safe context, children have volunteered information about gay family members, and felt safe to reclaim negative symbols and stereotypes as positive. 

Around the country, primary teachers are exploring the potential of the visual and performing arts for addressing sensitive issues around family diversity, individual identity and homophobic bullying. Drama specialists are working with some of the No Outsiders project schools to develop workshops focusing on the issues raised by the project. In several areas of the country, primary schools and local authorities are rewriting guidance to focus explicitly on homophobia and sexualities equality. For example, a number of primary schools are revising their Sex and Relationship Education policies to include specific reference to same-sex relationships, and Local Authorities around the country are writing guidance specifically focusing on challenging homophobia at the primary level. Stand Up For Us, the DfES/Department Of Health guidance on challenging homophobia at all age-phases, is providing a framework for much of this work. (See the Curriculum, Policy and Guidance section of the project website.) In addition, primary schools around the country are bringing in specialist diversity trainers, such as Mark Jennett (principal author of Stand Up For Us  - Mark Jennett markjennett@onetel.com), the Chrysalis team at Schools Out (www.thechrysalisteam.co.uk) and Educational Action Challenging Homophobia (www.eachaction.org.uk) to support staff in making their schools inclusive for all pupils, parents and staff, and to demonstrate how this fits in with key government initiatives, such as Every Child Matters and the Equality Act. 

Project links with UK government initiatives and legislation

The No Outsiders project comes at a crucial time to support primary schools and children’s services in meeting their statutory obligations:

· Every Child Matters, the government document which now underpins the work of all work with children, requires schools to ensure the safety, physical and emotional wellbeing and positive life prospects of all children. Children who are suffering from the effects of homophobia and transphobia cannot meet these goals.

· Parents who have Civil Partnerships have the same rights and responsibilities in relation to their children, and to each other, as married couples. Services for children need to recognise and support this.

· The Equality Act, which comes into force in April 2007, requires all public bodies to meet the needs of all its pupils and parents. 

· The DfES guidance on Sex and Relationship Education requires schools to recognise non-heterosexual as well as heterosexual relationships, and to recognise that there are loving and stable relationships outside marriage.

· Since 30th April 2007, all public bodies are required to have a Gender Equality Policy, and have a duty to promote gender equality, in exactly the same way as they have a duty to promote race equality. This will mean providers of children’s services will need to recognise the pressures girls and boys – and particularly boys – are under to conform to gender norms, and the marginalistion and abuse which they suffer – almost always linked to homophobic and/or transphobic bullying, regardless of their actual sexual orientation or gender identity – when they don’t. 
Links with the UK government’s overall agenda for education:

The No Outsiders project can support government bodies in their commitment to creating genuinely inclusive school environments. This commitment is reflected in the following initiatives: 

· the commitment of the DfES, TDA, GTCE, OFSTED and other educational bodies to Stonewall’s Education for All campaign (a three-year project launched in January 2005 to challenge homophobia in schools)
· the explicit reference in DfES, OFSTED and GTCE policy documentation to challenging homophobia in schools, and to including sexual orientation within the spectrum of equality and diversity issues to be addressed by schools
· the explicit inclusion of challenges to homophobia in National Anti-Bullying Week (launched in October 2004) 
· the DfES support for LGBT History Month (launched by Schools Out in February 2005)
· the forthcoming DfES guidance (to be published online Spring/Summer 2007) on challenging homophobic bullying in primary and secondary schools.

To find out more about the No Outsiders Project, see our website: www.nooutsiders.sunderland.ac.uk 

Or contact Elizabeth Atkinson: elizabeth.atkinson@sunderland.ac.uk 

or Renée DePalma: renee.depalma@sunderland.ac.uk
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