Workshop York 7th Feb.
Jim McManners OBE , Headteacher Cassop Primary, Co Durham.

The workshop had as its focus Energy & Water though it was not restricted to this.

The initial discussion centred around the question “In working for a sustainable school, what outcomes do we want to achieve with our children?”

A model was offered which included three sets of overlapping goals.

 *A series of attitudes which included a willingness to think imaginatively and a concern for others and for the environment.

* Knowledge about the cause and effect of man’s actions and the problems we have created and knowledge about the potential of the technology and actions which could mitigate the problems.
*Confidence to act, knowledge of pathways towards personal action and routes by which they might influence others.

The workshop was then shown a PowerPoint of work in Cassop School which was used as an example of how one school had approached the route towards being a truly sustainable school.

Basically this was what we do and why we do it. This emphasised that there are two distinct aspects to becoming a sustainable school, achieving this in the building and influencing the people.

Discussion then followed as to how we can ensure that steps that are taken to”green “the building are actively used to achieve the goals discussed earlier.

Examples of how work could be embedded into the curriculum were shown. These included re-written newspaper articles (together with the originals) writing frames for a variety of genre expected within the Primary Strategy.

Paired discussion on opportunities and obstacles followed. This was supported by a handout “50 ideas to consider!”Each pair was asked to identify three steps which could be practical for their school.
The group then played a consequences game where seemingly unconnected statements are seen to be linked. Teams of three were each given a series of statements which they could play (like dominoes) if they could justify a connection. This game can be adapted and used with children to encourage the concept of connections between our actions and the consequences. It also encourages discussion as all cards played must be justified and can be challenged by others.

The workshop concluded with the very short film of Cassop Sustainability projects, made by the BBC for The Nation Teaching Awards.
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