· Food Workshop. 

· Presented by Food For Life Partnership North East Co-ordinator Paul Flynn and Brendie Ryle of Wellfield Community College. 

www.foodforlife.org.uk
· Summary of project

The Food for Life Partnership is a five-year Lottery-funded initiative, led by the Soil Association, to transform food culture in schools and communities across England, bringing together the practical expertise of the Focus on Food Campaign, Garden Organic and the Health Education Trust.

The Food for Life Partnership works to transform school and community food culture across England, by harnessing the ideas and initiative of young people and community leaders. Our mission is to reach out through schools to give communities access to seasonal, local and organic food, and to the skills they need to cook and grow fresh food for themselves. We want a new generation to explore how their food choices impact on their health and that of the planet, and to rediscover the pleasure of taking time to enjoy real food.

· Lessons learnt. 

Many of those who attended the workshop wanted to explore growing produce in schools. 

Wellfield Community College is working to become a “Flagship School” for the Food For Life Partnership. Brendie Ryle represented the college speaking about how Food For Life had assisted her school. Brendie spoke about the support she had had from “Garden Organic” through the partnership, establishing a gardening group and working on existing plans to build a new school garden. There are also plans to establish a small agricultural enterprise on the school grounds, supplying eggs to the school kitchen. She spoke about the benefits to students engaged in developing the garden and discussed planning, planting and the practicalities of supplying a large food service operation in the school, focusing on high value herbs as well as ornamental planting to augment the school environment.

Brendie had recently worked to improve the provision of food in the school, moving from a commercial contract caterer to an in-house provision, appointing a new chef and developing a new food service with an emphasis on healthy eating.   

All schools are welcome to become involved in the Food For Life partnership. Further details, supporting materials and resources can be obtained via our web site.  

· Contacts: 

· www.foodforlife.org     

For Yorkshire and Humberside contact: 

Amanda Donnelly ADonnelly@soilassociation.org
Tel 07824 635810

For the North East contact Paul Flynn

pflynn@soilassociation.org
07899 902352

For the North West contact: 

Sharron Rourke

srourke@soilassociation.org
07900 683956

