Northern Sustainable Schools Conference

Global Education doorway workshop summary

Facilitators: Rachel Smith (Criticalinks) & Claire Waldron (Brandling Primary School)   
Aim/summary of project: Criticalinks is running a pilot project in four schools (two secondary and two primary) in the North-East. The project aims to support & enable educators to integrate the global dimension into their curriculum.  The project consists of ongoing support for teachers to help them develop and deliver a series of preparation classes and resources which link to the global dimension; a participatory global ‘murder mystery’ performance and follow up action classes. The project aims to make direct use of the concepts underpinning the global dimension and the sustainable schools agenda, and clearly links to the themes of the millennium goals of Poverty, Inequality, and Empowerment.  Expected outcomes of the project include 1.Developing a greater awareness and understanding of global issues and globalisation amongst young people and to demonstrate its relevance to their own lives 2.Building participants’ knowledge and skills of enquiry, analysis and debate and how to apply them to action.
Details and Summary of workshop

The workshop consisted of some information about the project from Rachel Smith and examples of how it is working in particular in Brandling Primary School from Claire Waldron. Two activities were chosen by Rachel and Claire from the project and were run in the workshop with delegates. These were “The Banana Split” game (downloadable from www.cafod.co.uk) and a purpose-made ‘thinking-through’ activity which involves participants arranging a number of statements along the themes of migration, and answering a question based on evidence.  The two activities were chosen specifically for this workshop as they are good examples of activities which highlight the interdependency of the issues related to the aims of the project they are also easily adapted and reproduced and relevant to many areas of the curriculums so delegates could take them away to use themselves.

Contact details
Penny Gulliver (Criticalinks) - p.gulliver100@durhamlea.org.uk 

Rachel Smith (Criticalinks School support) - purplestateofmind@yahoo.co.uk
Claire Waldron (Brandling Primary School) - claire.waldron@gmail.com
