Sustainable Schools Conference York 7 February 2008 

Inclusion and Participation Workshop

Purpose of Workshop

To consider together the contribution of Philosophy for Children and Communities in ensuring Inclusion and Participation in the Development of Sustainable Schools. 

Oldham Local Authority and Stanley Road Primary School

Format of Workshop

1. Philosophy and Philosophy for Children (P4C) What is it? ; Why do it?

2. P4C: Structures, Processes and Pedagogy

3. P4C in Practice

· DVD Galleons School London

4. P4C and Inclusion and Participation

· Stimulus Material

· Generating Questions

5. P4C:  Developing Sustainable Schools and Communities

6. The Oldham Initiative

7. Final Words

Contact details - Richard Gore, School Improvement Adviser.  Children, Young People and Families Dept. Oldham

0161 770 3670: 07753 716726
richard.gore@oldham.gov.uk
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I am delighted to be writing a piece for the SAPERE Newsletter about our rapidly developing P4C Schools and Community project! P4C has had a “presence” in Oldham since 2001. P4C was initially promoted, especially with primary schools, as a vehicle to develop thinking skills and contribute to the wider achievement agenda. By April 2006 we had seven colleagues trained to Level Three and the capacity to take the P4C work to another level. In May 2006 Professor Ted Cantle presented his report  “Challenging Local Communities to Change Oldham” to review the progress made by the Borough since the civil disturbances of May 2001. The Report urged the LA to be bolder, reaching deeper into communities to improve cohesion. We took the decision to relaunch the P4C work to address both the achievement and cohesion agendas and with a clear focus on promoting the work  both in schools and local communities. We had excellent support in this from the Children Young People and Families Directorate and the Assistant Director for Communities of Oldham Council. The key objectives for the initiative were to

· Raise achievement, particularly in literacy, through a focus on the development of speaking and listening;

· Develop the skills of reflective thinking, reasoning and enquiring;

· Develop the level and quality of classroom engagement and interaction;

· Develop self esteem & positive academic self concept;

· Develop positive regard for difference and other people and thus enhance community cohesion in its widest sense;

· Improve behaviour and attendance and in particular reduce incidence of conflict

In January 2008 we are pleased with what we have achieved so far whilst recognizing that  we still have still lots to do!

· We have delivered a range of level one courses both “centre based” at the teachers centre and in school and community venues. Over 450 staff have been trained since April 2007.

· In order to promote sustainability, build training capacity and deepen expertise, we are holding a level two training this spring term, with close to 20 participants, and are providing subsidized places on a SAPERE level 3 course in April.

· To support the implementation of P4C in schools and other settings we have identified 6 Lead P4C schools and 2 lead practitioners

· In order to develop robust evaluation practice we have established a collaborative evaluation research project in partnership with the Centre for Learning and Teaching at Newcastle University. Ten primary schools and two secondary schools are participating in the project, which is taking place over the course of this academic year.  The project also includes a focus on adult and community groups participating in P4C. 

· We have developed a dedicated Oldham P4C website in conjunction with the City Learning Centre

· We have developed termly P4C networks to share and develop practice

· We are particularly pleased that the Parental and Community Involvement aspects of the P4C initiative are developing well. Colleagues from PCT Surestart Children’s Centres; Fatima Women’s Association and Oldham Housing Investment Partnership are now using the P4C enquiry approach with their own client groups.

· In order to share our developing best practice we are planning to hold our first Oldham P4C Conference on October 7 2008. We are intending that this will include key national P4C figures! So, please make a note in your diary!

The above is just a “snapshot” of some of the key developments. Please do not hesitate to contact me for more information or a conversation! I would be delighted to hear from you.

Richard Gore (0161 7703670; 07753 716726; richard.gore@oldham.gov.uk) 

