Sustainable Schools Conference, York 8th February, 2008.

Lancashire County Council and the Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and North Merseyside – joined up approach to sustainable schools
The workshop presented at the conference looked at how Lancashire County Council was joining up the working of several different directorates to ensure that support for schools around the sustainable schools agenda is presented as a unified whole rather than as discrete projects.  

The climate control project, delivered by education officers from the Wildlife Trust is working with staff from the Environment, Resources and Children & Young People’s directorates to deliver a series of workshops in schools across the county introducing climate change and linking to practical support on energy efficiency in school buildings.
Discussion

The main focus of the workshop was a discussion about some of the barriers that others had found to joining up activity and support for sustainable schools, and the solutions that worked in different areas.

Barriers included
Lack of resources and particularly the need for dedicated officer support to enable this sharing to take place – whilst some areas had staff who had ESD as a main part of their role, many did not.
Solutions included

Closer working and information sharing through environmental education networks and similar organisations so schools were presented with a single point of contact for information (even if this was ultimately delivered by a range of groups).
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