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Travel and Traffic Workshop.

Introduction on modern trends in travel and the impact on schools.

Schools were built mainly in the hub of villages and towns, when walking was the major form of travel for school children and their families.

Today, the school run is often part of a longer journey, on the way to or from a place of work, a shopping trip, etc.

The roads in the school’s vicinity suffer from major congestion for a short period of time at specific parts of the day.
So there is a need to reduce this congestion; this is where the travel plan can be instrumental.

Powerpoint Presentation 
The purpose of this presentation is to share the Travel Plan journey of Brook House Junior School in Beighton, Sheffield, from the initial surveys of the area, identifying problems, to the development of a school travel plan. It charts the current progress in the action plan and achievements to date. Activities suggest how the action plan can have a valid and sustainable input into the school curriculum.

Progress includes;

· Y3 pedestrian training, with parental training as part of the initial programme. This takes place on the roads around school.
· Y6 bus training and code of conduct for public transport use. This prepares the pupils for transition to Y7, when many would be using public transport on their own for the first time.

· Improved visibility of pupils on outdoor visits, using bright tabards.

· WOW initiative; walking once a week, on a designated day, to raise the profile of healthy living and a sense of personal and environmental responsibility.

· The school’s annual sponsored walk enhances the importance of walking.
· Markings and barriers at the school entrance to increase safety.

· An increased awareness of the pupils’ carbon footprint, to reduce car use around the school area; pester power!
· Local area maps, displayed prominently in every classroom, used in many curriculum subjects for finding routes to school, knowing your area, finding a neighbour, reading maps, studying the local environment, etc. Links to street guides, maps of GB, Europe, the World and understanding websites such as Multimap and Google Earth.
· Step-counters (pedometers) used for healthy living and mathematical data for the numeracy data handling block.

· Historical studies of the local environment, including changes in buildings and road and transport developments.

· Links and support for initiatives such as Healthy Schools and Eco-Schools.

· More regular interaction with the community police, and organisations promoting safety and environmental issues.
Achievements include;

· Sheffield ‘Stars” scheme, 4 stars award.

· Healthy School status.

· Eco-School Green Flag award.

· Contribution to Ofsted ‘outstanding’ grade on pupil welfare at school.

· Widespread community involvement, leading to a variety of awards and invitations.

The workshop began with a travel survey and finished with suggested classroom activities to promote awareness of travel and traffic, easily adapted to suit each year group and abilities.

· Class travel survey.

· Media (newspaper) reports on travel/traffic issues.

· Travel rap.

· Carbon footprint trail.
Participants readily shared experiences, and an exchange of information on resources and helpful organizations benefited all.
Contact; kscott@brookhouse.sheffield.sch.uk
