	Sustainable Schools for pupils, communities and the environment

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 31 August 2006
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
	Rich Hurst

	Organisation (if applicable)
	North East Strategic Partnership for Sustainable Schools

	Address:
	c/o The EWE Centre
Esh Winning Primary School

Esh Winning

Durham 

DH7 9BE


If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact David Serrant on:

Telephone: 0207 925 6175

e-mail: david.serrant@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794113

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

Please tick one box that best describes you as a respondent
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	School staff and Governors
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	Pupils
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	Local Community
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	Central Government and Agencies
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	Local and Regional Authorities
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	Unions and Associations

	[image: image10.png]



	Non-Profit Sector
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	Private Sector
	x
	Other
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	Please specify
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	Please Specify:

We are a regional partnership of public, private and voluntary sector orgs working strategically together to support  the development of sustainable schools in the North East of England engaging with the key regional agencies relevant to schools in the North East


	


If you work in a school please tell us what type of school this is
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	Infants/Nursery
	[image: image15.png]



	Primary
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	Secondary
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	Special
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	Middle
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	Other
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	Please specify
	
	
	
	


Do you work for a
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	State School
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	Independent School
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	Other
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	Please specify
	
	
	
	


If you do not work in a school go to Question 4

1 a) Are you clear about our vision for sustainable schools, and our future expectations?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


1 b) If not, where would you appreciate clarification?
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	Comments:



	


How do you rate your school with respect to the eight sustainability themes?

2 a) Food and Drink
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	Getting Started
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	Satisfactory
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	Doing Well


2 b) Energy and Water
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	Getting Started
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	Satisfactory
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	Doing Well


2 c) Travel and Traffic
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	Getting Started
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	Satisfactory
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	Doing Well


2 d) Purchasing and Waste

	[image: image38.png]



	Getting Started
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	Satisfactory
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	Doing Well


2 e) Buildings and Grounds
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	Getting Started
	[image: image42.png]



	Satisfactory
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	Doing Well


2 f) Inclusion and Participation
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	Getting Started
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	Satisfactory
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	Doing Well


2 g) Local Well-Being
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	Getting Started
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	Satisfactory
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	Doing Well


2 h) Global Dimension
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	Getting Started
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	Satisfactory
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	Doing Well
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	Comments:



	


3 a) Are you clear about your own role in creating a sustainable school?
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	Yes
	[image: image55.png]



	No
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	Not Sure


3 b) If you answered 'No', could you tell us why that is?
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	Comments:



	


If you work in schools go to Question 7

4 What is your interest in schools?
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	Comments:

We are enabling and supporting as many schools as possible in the region to become sustainable as defined in the framework.
To increase and enhance the level of support available to schools in the region from different sectors (public, private and voluntary)
NESPSS aims to enhance cooperation and collaboration however individual partners remain free to deliver programmes that meet their own organisations objectives.
We want to develop a strategy and influence Nat policy, raising the profile of sustainable schools as a school improvement strategy and attract resources to achieve these aims


	


5 a) Are you clear about our vision for sustainable schools, and our future expectations?

	X
	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


5 b) If not, where would you appreciate clarification?
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	Comments:



	


6 a) Are you clear about your own role in promoting sustainable schools?

	X
	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:

We are all clear of our own roles but need to further develop a shared understanding about working together as a strategic body.
The partnership is developing a consistent and coherence approach to supporting sustainable schools across the 12 local authorities in the region. 


	


6 b) If not, could you tell us why that is?

	[image: image65.png]



	Comments:

What we are not sure about is the remit of the NDGPBs as regards their roles and responsibilities for sustainable schools given that it crosses the boundaries between education and sustainable development


	


If you don't work in schools go to Question 8

7 a) Does your school have the capacity to establish and follow a clear plan to become a sustainable school?
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	Yes
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	No
	[image: image68.png]



	Not Sure


7 b) If not, what sort of support would be most valuable?
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	Comments:



	


7 c) Who do you think is best placed to provide it?
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	Comments:



	


7 d) What practical actions could you take as a next step?
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	Comments:



	


If you work in schools go to Question 9

8 a) Do the schools you work with have the capacity to establish and follow clear road maps to become sustainable schools?
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	Yes
	X
	No
	[image: image73.png]



	Not Sure


8 b) If not, what sort of support would be most valuable?
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	Comments:

i)Financial support for enabling partnerships

ii)The biggest need is the provision and allocation of human resources which can directly support and develop sustainable schools, both in schools and support agencies
iii)Local and regional government and NDGPBs need to be given a remit which enables them to engage with schools and those who support them on this agenda
iv)Recognition of the importance and value of the sustainable schools by schools and support agencies for example by strengthening the guidance on the justification of the school resources on this agenda
v)Professional development for educationalists e.g. ITT and CPD



	


8 c) Who do you think is best placed to provide it?
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	Comment
I & ii)A joined up approach from relevant government departments to policies and funding for sustainable schools e.g. DFES DEFRA DFID DTI DCLG DCMS DoH who all are engaged with educational strategies and funding
iii) iii)Local and regional government and NDGPBs need to be given a remit which enables them to engage with schools and those who support them on this agenda
iv) DFES

v) TDA and NCSL and other training providers


	


8 d) What practical actions could you take as a next step?
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	Comments:

Build on our expanding strategic regional partnership
Engage more with local authority educational priorities
Seek opportunities to raise the profile of the framework in regional government agencies and schools



	


9 a) Do you feel schools need incentives to support their progress towards becoming sustainable?

	x
	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


9 b) If you answered 'Yes', what kind of incentives would you favour?
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	Comments:

Raising awareness and recognition that sustainable schools is a strategic issue and a school improvement strategy raising achievement, improving cost effectiveness, significantly contributing to the 5 ECM outcomes and enhancing the reputations of the school in the local community and further afield
Ensure that award schemes that substantially reflect the aspirations of sustainable schools are sufficiently supported and promoted


	


9 c) Which do you think would be most effective?
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	Comments:

 Raising awareness and recognition that sustainable schools is a strategic issue and a school improvement strategy raising achievement, improving cost effectiveness, significantly contributing to the 5 ECM outcomes and enhancing the reputations of the school in the local community and further afield


	


10 a) What is your opinion of voluntary award schemes such as Eco-Schools, Healthy Schools and International Schools?
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	Not a Solution
	x
	Part of the Solution
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	A Complete Solution
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	Other
	
	
	
	


10 b) If you answered 'Not a Solution' or 'Part of the Solution', what else do you feel is required?
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	Comments:

Award schemes can and should be only a part of the solution because none of them reflect the full expanse of sustainable schools.
True sustainable schools should be embedded within the schools improvement strategy and the core working practises of schools, local authorities and regional agencies.
There shouldn’t be a single award for sustainable schools because it could lead to a silo approach and mitigate against the holistic view of sustainable schools.


	


11 If you have any further comments on how you or others could promote sustainable schools please use the space below
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	The comments below came from workshop sessions with some of the organisations involved with the partnership, examining the Framework documentation.

Comments:
· Group Feedback –

1. People felt that it’s very similar to Eco schools and we could link the current initiatives together, which could mean that more schools deliver Eco Schools.

2. Our job is to promote the benefits and highlight the improvements. This is not awards based and will be monitored through existing initiatives/OFSTED self-evaluation etc

· Pair/Individual feedback –

1. I thought the document was quite vague. Head Teachers would need a lot more guidance to implement the ideals. In general I was disappointed that there was not a specific gateway on biodiversity or that this was not   more explicit in the document. The concept of the 'local environment' seemed fairly limited just referring to parks rather then Local Nature Reserves or the wider countryside? (CR)

2. Focused on Food & Drink Doorway.

Important to cross refer to procurement process as a crucial factor. As well as         case study, some form of action points would be helpful so schools can appreciate different stages of delivery e.g. seek to require healthy food provision for all schools.

                   General observations.

There is a tendency to regard the Doorway topics in silos which therefore fails to      allow inter-relationships of each to be recognize e.g. Waste management has clear link to building/ construction impacts. Some cross-cutting dimension is therefore needed.

The delivery programme is conspicuous by its absence. For example, need to recognise and build upon clusters of skills/ knowledge regionally & nationally, and sign-post to these. 

We also felt that the summary issues should include 'governance' as a   basic requirement. This would assist in building leadership and engagement of governors/ key decision-makers in taking forward SSF principles.
                    Finally, need to include Biodiversity as an additional Doorway. 
                  (SB)
               3.     Afraid we didn't make to many notes - we discussed the lack of biodiversity - the   fact that it wasn't compulsory and would schools rally do it - its effect on eco-schools - is it something extra we are asking schools to do- if all schools do decide to do it we won't have enough capacity to support - we need paying to do the support hope this is useful (SA)

                  4.      I had 3 main comments:

                  i)  The 'care' statements were easy for teachers to  
                       understand and sign up to, but were lost before the
                            doorways which were more complicated and also more
                            exclusive (no environment/biodiversity for example)

                      ii)  needed to say that this didn't all need inventing by each
                           school,  but that there were already organisations                         
                           providing large amounts of help & resources to achieve
                           these aims & objectives

                     iii) no mention of school improvement, and how giving a real 
                          world context for learning delivered through

                          participative methodologies often gives 'low achievers'
                          great opportunities for succeeding in ways more suited
                          to their learning styles. This is one of the most important

                          reasons why schools should be delivering on this agenda.
                          (YC)


 5.    1.  There is no mention of biodiversity - this should ideally be 
                          a gateway subject so as not to be submerged as an
                          underlying 'theme'.

                     2. Perhaps there could be bullet points under the Curriculum, 
                         Campus and Community headings rather than relying on the

                         case studies to explain what can be done. The complete 
                         case study can be a bit daunting as something to start
                         with rather than bite size suggestions as to what schools
                         can do.

                     3. Why should schools get involved - could we have some local

                          incentives to encourage take up? (JF)


	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image86.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?

	X Yes
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No


All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 31 August 2006

Send by post to: Consultation Unit, Department for Education & Skills, Area 1A, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 2GJ
Send by e-mail to: sustainableschools.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk






